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A tribute to European grasslands

Europe’s agricultural landscapes are home to
a large variety of plants and animals. This
rich biodiversity has been shaped through
centuries of low-intensity farming. The new
book Grasslands in Europe - of high nature

- Grasslands

value provides a unique overview of these e | of high g
important ecosystems. Twenty-four case nature
studies and a wealth of full-colour photo- % value

graphs will appeal to specialists and ama-
teurs alike. Complemented with accessible
background information, the book provides a
strong case for the protection of European
grasslands.

Grasslands are an important element of European nature. About half of Europe’s endemic species
depend on grasslands, whether in mountains, lowlands, river plains or coastal areas. Many grasslands
originate in traditional agricultural landscapes. Modern intensification, however, brings many of these
ecosystems under threat.

Grasslands in Europe — of high nature value is a tribute to these important ecosystems. It was written
by an international team of grassland experts, who describe twenty-four case studies from countries in
all of Europe — ranging from the grasslands of Gotland and Oland (Sweden) to the Spanish Dehesa, and
from the hay meadows of the British Pennine Dales to the steppes of Turkish Anatolia.

Together, these case studies provide a fascinating glimpse into the various European grasslands, their
value for nature, culture and agriculture, and the threats they are facing today. The accessible text as
well as the rich illustrations will appeal to a wide audience. Grasslands in Europe contains a large number
of stunning full-colour photographs of grassland landscapes, species and cultural history. It also
contains many maps and infographics.

Thematic chapters provide essential background information on topics such as grassland fauna, the
history of agriculture, grassland communities, and the connection between grasslands and climate. The
book also analyses the opportunities and risks of EU policy to conserve these grasslands. It offers a
farmer-centred outlook to manage and to maintain the European grasslands of high nature value.

This book was written for both specialists and the broader audience, including policy makers and land
owners. It combines the latest insights into the variety of grasslands in Europe and potential conservation

measures. As such, Grasslands in Europe provides a powerful argument for increased European efforts
to promote sustainable grasslands management and maintain traditional farming traditions.
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Additional information for the press

More about the contents of this book

Please contact Peter Veen, phone + 31 (0)341 25 03 99 of + 31 (0)6 20598483, e-mail:
veeneco@planet.nl or Jan van der Straaten phone + 31 (0) 13 5900709, e-mail saxifraga@planet.nl or
Jacques de Smidt, phone + 31 (0)20 6235114, e-mail jt.de.smidt@hetnet.nl

Free review copies

Available from december 10™! Review copies - limited copies are available - may be requested from
KNNV Publishing, Kathrin Ohrmann, P.O. Box 310, 3700 AH Zeist, The Netherlands, phone +31 (0) 30-69
29 024 (direct) or +31 (0) 30-233 35 44 (general), e-mail: ohrmann@knnvuitgeverij.nl. Please mention
your name and the name of your journal and send us a copy of the book announcement.

Information for regular customers

How to order the book?

Grasslands in Europe is available from december 10". Please order the book (€ 69,95 exclusively costs of
postage and packing) by contacting KNNV Publishing, PO Box 310, NL 3700 AH Zeist, The Netherlands,
phone + 31 (0) 30 233 35 44, fax + 31 (0) 30 236 89 07, e-mail info@knnvuitgeverij.nl or
www.knnvpublishing.nl
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